
Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition 
2019-2020 

Follow me on Twitter: @MNarvaez422 
You should also join/check out the WHS AP Lit website: aplitwhs.webs.com  

Email me at Meggan.narvaez@wylieisd.net or Meggan.narvaez@apps.wylieisd.net 
 
Suggested Summer Reading – please obtain copies of these books before school starts. You are not 
required to read them over the summer, but I highly recommend it. You’ll be pretty busy once the 
semester begins, considering your course load and extracurriculars. 
 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor, a guide to analysis by Thomas C. Foster (any edition)
 This engaging introduction to literary analysis provides a strong foundation for ways to 
 approach reading for study, rather than merely reading for entertainment.  
 
The Road, by Cormac McCarthy  
 Our first major novel study, this book works best if you read it more than once. Those who
 read it over the summer will find the discussion/analysis activities in class much richer and
 more rewarding than those who are encountering it for the first time. 
 
The primary intent of this course is preparation for college-level reading and writing, measured by 
success of the AP Literature and Composition exam. A score of 3 or higher can provide college 
credit in English Literature at most colleges and universities. The secondary intent of this course is 
to embrace complexity and deep connection in our thinking, which serves us well beyond our 
formal schooling. 
 
Love to read? Refer to the list of book / drama suggestions that have appeared on the Open-Ended 
Question on the AP Literature Exam if you’re looking for books to read this summer (posted on the 
WHS AP Lit website.)  
 
Reading both broadly and deeply prepares you for the AP Lit exam, college, and life. So just 
read, read, read. Read the kinds of books you like. Read outside your comfort zone. Just read. 
Public libraries and book stores host summer reading challenges with prizes at the end – 
sounds like a win-win situation to me. (I’m joining the Smith Public Library Adult Summer 
Reading Challenge. My kids join the Smith Library Kid and Teen Summer Reading Clubs as well as 
the Half Price Books Summer Reading Challenge. What about you?)  
 
Please pay attention to my Twitter feed this summer for coffee meetups, book suggestions, nerdy 
jokes, and other (possibly useful) miscellany.  
 

Can’t wait to see you in class next year -- enjoy your summer! 
- Mrs. Narvaez 

AP Literature and Composition 
English IV 

English Department Head 


